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BOOK SELECTION 



The problem of book selection is one of the most vital and 
perplexing that confronts the librarian. It is becoming each 
year increasingly difficult owing to the enormous annual output 
of the American, English and continental presses. To the 
small library of five or ten thousand volumes, with a very 
modest income to expend for the purchase of books, the problem 
is peculiarly difficult, and it is evident that the librarian must 
be thoroughly familiar with the, best available ai4s in selection 
in order to make the wisest use of his limited resources and 
secure for his library the best books on each subject, or, at 
least, those best suited to the needs of his community. 

The proportion that should be maintained in a library between 
the respective subjects is another phase of the question that 
perplexes the inexperienced. While this proportion will nat- 
urally vary in some points, according to the locality and the 
character of the library, the general principles as laid down in 
the scale adopted for the A.L.A. model library of 5000 volumes 
in 1893, and that of the "A.L.A. catalog" of 1904, will prove 
desirable in most cases. 

The following are the tables: 
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Classes 










Per cent 


Volumes 


Per cent 


Volumes 
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227 


1.9 


148 


General works including biblio> 
graphy. 
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96 


1.9 


143 


Philosophy. 


4 


220 


4-2 


319 


Religion. 
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424 


8. 


604 


Sociology. 
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108 


16 


123 


Language. 
Naturafscience. 
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355 


6.2 


471 
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268 


6 


453 


Useful ai ts. 
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225 


4.7 


354 


Fine arts including music and 
sports. 


14 


694 


13 4 


1,001 


Literature. 


16 


809 


16 3 


1,226 


Fiction. 


15 


756 


13 3 


973 


History. 
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413 


9 1 


685 


Travel. 


12 


a35 


13 5 
100.1 


1,020 
7,520 


Biography. 


101 


5,230 
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The following suggestions are made for the benefit of small 
libraries, many of which are oiganized by young women of 
limited experience in library matters. The more extended or 
technical bibliographies, necessary to the work of selection and 
ordering in larger libraries, are purposely omitted, our aim 
being to mention some of the most practical aids and those 
most easily obtained. Even so, the list may seem formidable 
to the beginner unless he remembers that no one library will 
need all the aids referred to. 

It must be borne in mind that there are two classes of bibli- 
ographies and lists useful in the selection of books; the one 
which, by its annotations, evaluates the books, and aids the 
librarian in deciding upon the respective merits of works on a 
given subject; the other, giving only or mainly bibliographic 
details, such as edition, binding, price and publisher. Then, 
again, some of these aids are useful only in the original stocking 
of the shelves or in supplying the gaps in the old standard 
works on a given subject, while others give information only in 
regard to current publications. Each class of aids is necessary 
to supplement the other. 

The "Bulletins" of the American library association's com- 
mittee on book buying contain many valuable suggestions in 
regard to the selecting and purchasing of books. Libraries not 
having these in separate form will find them in the "Library 
journal," "Public libraries." and " A.L.A. Bulletin." 

Isabel Ely Lord's "Some notes on the principles and practice 
of book-buying for libraries," reprinted from the Library jour- 
nal, Jan.-Feb. 1907, is an excellent summary of the subject 
and should be read by all buyers of books. 

GENERAL LISTS 

The most important general list covering all subjects is the 
"A.L.A. catalog." (Wash. Supt. of documents, 1904. pap. SI.) 
It is indispensable to the small library. The first part is classi- 
fied and annotated, the second part is a dictionary catalog. 
The selection of books was made by the experienced librarians 
of the country and represents 8000 volumes for a popular 
library. In using, it must be remembered that many of the 
books are even now out of print, and that many others have 
been superseded by more recent books. 
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Leypoldt and Iles's "List of books for girls and women and 
their clubs" (Bost. A/L.A. publishing board, 1895, pap. 25c.) 
is a useful list for the older books because the selection is lim- 
ited to about 1000 titles and is annotated. 

The Wisconsin free library commissicm's "Suggestive list of 
books for a small library" (Madison, Wis. Free library commis- 
•sion, 1905) is recommended by the League of library conmiis- 
sions. Part 1, Books for adults, has an introduction on the 
selection and purchasing of books for a small library which is of 
value to the beginner. It includes a list of current periodicals 
with prices. The list of books, 1200 titles, is classified and 
books reconmiended for first purchase are indicated. Pub- 
lishers' names, prices, and decimal classification niunbers are 
given. 

In its second report, 1901, the New Jersey public library 
conunission issued a list, compiled by Dr E. C. Richardson, of 
the "First one thousand books for a public library." 

Some booksellers have issued general lists useful in this con- 
nection, such as the Baker & Taylor co.'s "Standard library 
catalogue of 2,500 approved books," and one issued by McClurg 
& CO., a "Classified catalogue of 3,500 volumes suitable for a 
public library, proportioned in accordance with approved library 
methods." Both of these lists (sent free) are clarified; they 
are selected from the lists of all publishers, and give prices, but 
not the names of the publishers of the individual books. 

The volumes compiled by Sonnenschein, "Best books," and 
"Reader's guide to contemporary literature" (N.Y. Putnam, 
1891 and 1895, $9 and $7.50) while standard and valuable for 
their classification and annotations, are expensive volmnes to 
purchase. Then, too, they cover a very wide field and include 
many books and editions which the small library would find 
it difficult to obtain. The best books on each subject are, 
however, starred, thus narrowing the selection and making the 
list more practical. 

For current purchases the best aid in selection for the small 
library is the " A.L.A. Booklist" (Bost. A.L.A. publishing board, 
1905, $1 per year) published monthly except July and August. 
The careful selection and annotation make this one of the most 
important guides. Prices of books are given. 

The annual list entitled "Tentative selection from the best 
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books of the year" issued by the New York state library 
annually in March includes 1278 titles b«st adapted for public 
library use. From these a list of 250 titles is made by the book 
board of the New York state library and bears the title "A 
selection from the best books of the year with notes" (Alb. 
University of the state of New York) Titles are marked to 
indicate the most important books for libraries with limited 
money to spend. 

The Connecticut public library committee publishes a "Monthly 
annotated book list " (Hartford, State library, free) 

The Western Massachusetts library club publishes eveiy 
year "A list for small libraries, the best books of a year." The 
list appears in the Springfield Republican and is then repAnted 
and distributed free. 

Another annual list is the " Class list of best books and annual 
of bibliography" published by the Library association (Lond. 
Library supply co. Is. 6d.) Although the selection is from 
the British standpoint the list is of value to American libraries 
also. It is classified by the decimal system and is annotated 

BOOK REVIEWS 

The question of book-reviewing has been so much discussed 
and has called forth such varied opinions as to the respective 
merits of our literary reviews, in regard to their practical useful- 
ness to the librarian, that we hesitate to recommend any parti- 
cular journals. It might be well to refer on this point to the 
individual preferences for certain reviews expressed by some 
of our prominent librarians in a series of articles on the selection 
of books, given at the Lake Placid conference in 1894, and 
published in the conference nimiber of the "Library journal" 
for that year. 

Probably all librarians will agree that the " Publishers' weekly" 
(N.Y. 298 Broadway, $3 per year) is almost essential in every 
library of a few thousand volumes. While this is not really a 
critical review, it is valuable for its descriptive and explanatory 
notes, as well as for its official and up-to-date records of all 
books published in America, and it seems fitting to mention it in 
connection with the periodicals needed for selection of current 
publications. The best weekly review is the "Nation" (N.Y. 
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Evening Post publishing co. $3 per year) Many librarians 
consider the "Dial," a semi-monthly journal (Chicago, $2 per 
year) as one of the best general reviews. 

"The Saturday Times review" (N.Y. The Times, $1 per 
year) while not of special value for its criticisms is a full up-to- 
date record of new publications with extended notices of the 
most important new books. 

Among other reviews may be mentioned the "Bookman" 
(N. Y. Dodd, Mead & co. $2 per year) "Book news" (Phil. 
Wanamaker, $1 per year) and the reviews in the "Outlook," 
"Independent," " Literary digest" and "Review of reviews." 

The reviews in periodicals devoted to special subjects are of 
great value in the final choice; e.g. "American academy of 
political and social science " for economics and politics, the 
"International studio" and "Burlington magazine" for art, etc. 

If an English review is desired it would be well to take the 
"Spectator," or "Saturday review" weekly (Lond. 26s.) These 
correspond somewhat in scope and standards to our American 
" periodical the "Nation." The "Athenaeum," weekly (Lond. 13s.) 
is devoted exclusively to literature, science and fine arts. The 
"Academy " (Lond. 17s. 6d.) contains in the second nimiber of 
each year a review of the best books of the previous year 
arranged by classes. 

The busy librarian has little time in selecting his books to 
hunt up reviews of individual works, but occasionally it is 
necessary to do it, and for this purpose the "Readers' guide to 
periodical literature" (Minn. H. W. Wilson co. 1900-05, $12 
per year), and the "Book review digest" ($6 per year since 
Jan. 1906) of the same firm are useful. The latter gives 
extracts from the most important reviews and indicates by -f- and 
— whether the review is favorable or unfavorable. 

TRADE BIBLIOGRAPHIES 

The "United States catalog; books in print 1902" (Minn. 
Wilson, 1903, $15), and its Supplement, 1902-1905 (Minn. 
Wilson, 1906, $15) authors, titles, subjects in one alphabet, 
give brief bibliographic details and are useful in finding out if 
specified books are still obtainable. They are supplemented 
by the "Cumulative book index" (Minn. 1906-date, $3.50 per 
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year) These catalogs are useful in finding what has been 
published on any subject, but are not annotated, so that they 
cannot always be used as guides in selection, though they are 
suggestive. 

It would be advisable, if practicable, to consult some of the 
"Annual American catalogs" from 1886 to 1900 (N.Y. Office 
of the Publishers' weekly, $3.50 each) on account of their de- 
scriptive notes. Beginning with 1901, these notes are omitted, 
so that the information now given, i.e., the list of authors, with 
brief title and subject index, and bibliographic details, can 
practically be found by means of the annual summary number 
of the "Publishers' weekly," published in January each year. 

The "Publishers' trade list annual," published in August 
each year (N.Y. Office of the Publishers' weekly. $2), would be 
almost indispensable in any library. This contains the annual 
lists issued by all American publishers, arranged alphabetically 
by the names of the publishers. These lists usually include 
the books in print, but in some cases only the new publications. 
It is not necessary for the small library to buy this every year. 

The English trade bibliographies will not usually be needed 
in the small library, since many of the most popular and impor- 
tant English books are imported by the American publishers 
and are mentioned as importations in their catalogs, and also in 
the "Publishers' weekly," and can easily be obtained here. If, 
however, it seems desirable to make a more extended selection 
of English works than this would permit, it would be advisable 
to have the "Reference catalogue of current literature" (Lond. 
Whitaker, or N.Y. Office of Publishers' weekly, 1906, 2v. $1.75 
each), which corresponds to the "Publishers' trade list annual," 
and also such volumes of the "Annual English catalogue" (Lond. 
Low, $1.50 each) as would be necessary to supplement that. 



PUBLISHERS' AND BOOKSELLERS' CATALOGS AND 

BULLETINS 

It is often convenient, for the purpose of checking up, to 
have in separate form the publishers' lists which are included 
in the "Publishers' trade list annual," and these can be had 
free upon application to the individual publishers. We would 
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advise sending for the lists of such reliable and well-known 
firms as Appleton, Century co., Harper, Houghton, Mifflin & 
CO., Longmans, Green & co., McClurg, Macmillan, Putnam, 
Scribner, etc. Houghton, Mifflin & co. issues an attractive 
portrait catalog of its publications which every library should 
have. In the Dial, for May 1, 1900, will be found a brief 
"Directory of the American publishing trade," an alphabetic 
list of the publishers, stating, among other things, the special 
line of books published by the respective firms. So far as we 
know, however, there is no published information that will 
make the uninitiated acquainted with the standards of these 
houses. The librarian will have to learn by experience what 
publishers beyond the few of long established reputation can 
be relied upon for the literary quality and mechanical excel- 
lence of their publications. 

Many publishers, such as Appleton, Houghton, Mifflin & co., 
Macmillan, Scribner, etc., in addition to their general catalogs, 
issue special classed lists. Under the special subjects to fol- 
low, reference will be made to some of the publishers' catalogs 
that seem particularly useful in connection with the subject. 
Some publishers also print annotated monthly lists or weekly 
bulletins, which are most desirable to have, as, for instance, 
Scribner 's Book buyer, Macmillan 's, Longmans', Putnam's, 
Houghton's, Dutton's monthly lists and Macmillan 's weekly 
bulletins. Some publishers also issue printed cards of their 
publications, containing brief annotations, which are convenient 
to file away for reference. One must remember, however, in 
using publishers' catalogs and bulletins that their critical esti- 
mates of their own publications must not always be accepted 
without further endorsement from other sources. 

Many booksellers now issue monthly annotated lists which 
are helpful. Examples are those of Baker & Taylor co.. Little, 
Brown & co., and Brentano. The "Monthly list of new publi- 
cations " issued by G. E. Stechert & co. and their " Monthly 
gazette of current literature" are important for foreign books. 
These include books of all publishers. 
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AUCTION AND SECOND-HAND BOOKSELLERS' 

CATALOGS 

In buying books for a public library it is necessary to econ- 
omize in order to make the appropriation — which is usually 
limited — buy as many books as possible. Something can be 
saved by purchasing at auction and at second-hand book stores. 
It is, therefore, necessary to read second-hand catalogs, which 
keep one familiar with the market prices of second-hand books, 
and also to glance over auction catalogs, which frequently 
suggest books that are needed. Of course, in buying at second- 
hand, one must be careful to see that books are in good con- 
dition. Standard works can usually be obtained in reasonably 
fresh bindings, showing but little wear, and sometimes they 
are as good as new. With fiction, however, closer super- 
vision must be exercised, as it does not pay to buy novels that 
have been much handled. 

Buying at second hand is most satisfactorily done by per- 
sonal visits to the book stores, where one can select from the 
shelves such books as may be needed. 

The auction catalogs of The Anderson auction co. and the 
Merwin-Clayton sales co. of New York, and of C. F. Libbie & co., 
of Boston, can be obtained at a nominal charge for the year. 
These firms can be relied upon to send books in good condition 
unless otherwise specified in their catalogs. 

The successful selector is one who has acquired the '* catalog 
habit" or "catalogitis," so delightfully described by Eugene 
Field, in his "Love affairs of a bibliomaniac." Is is only by 
perusing catalogs of various kinds that one can attain that 
fine sense of discrimination so essential to the wise selection of 
books for a library. 

Lists of second-hand dealers whose catalogs may be obtained 
are given in the Bulletins of the A.L.A. Committee on book 
bu3ring (Bull. nos. 18, 21, 24, and others) 
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. LIBRARY CATALOGS, BULLETINS, AND FINDING 

LISTS 

A few printed catalogs and finding lists are a part of the 
necessary equipment of every library, and can sometimes be 
used to advantage in making up lists for purchase. By com- 
paring, in five or six catalogs of smaller libraries, the lists of 
works on a given subject, one can gain a fair idea of some of 
the standard works that ought to be selected. In starting a 
new library the author lists may be helpful, particularly in the 
case of fiction or other works in literature, as reminders of 
the authors who should be represented in any well-selected 
library. The "Classified catalogue of the Carnegie library of 
Pittsburgh" (Pittsburg, Carnegie library, 1907-08. 5v. $17, 
issued also in parts $6.50) is the best catalog to use because 
it is carefully annotated, besides being the most recent. Many 
libraries publish monthly bulletins which are useful in showing 
the current purchases of the different libraries. When these 
are annotated, as in the case of the "Monthly bulletin," issued 
by the Carnegie library, Pittsburg, they are very suggestive. 

Bulletins of the following libraries published monthly may 
also be mentioned: Salem public library; Pratt institute library, 
Brooklyn; Brooklyn public library; New York public library, 
circulating department; Springfield, Mass. City library asso- 
ciation; and the Boston public library (weekly) Bulletins are 
usually sent free to libraries. 



SPECIAL SUBJECTS 

In addition to the general aids already given there are many 
special bibliographies and lists that should be mentioned under 
their specific subjects. These might be used in some cases to 
supplement the foregoing lists, in others they should be used as 
the original basis of selection. It must be remembered, too, 
that some of these lists were published a few years ago and 
must, therefore, be supplemented by others of more recent date, 
and by the records of current publications, or, if possible, by 
the personal examination of new books. It will be noticed that 
no aids have been suggested for some general classes, like philo- 
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sophy or philology. There were none that seemed desirable to 
refer to for this particular purpose, the general aids furnishing 
all that the small library would usually need. Law and medi- 
cine have also been omitted, for the technical works on these 
subjects do not properly belong in the small general library, 
and such popular books as would be needed are included in the 
general lists. 

Some useful lists covering a wide range of special subjects too 
numerous to be mentioned in detail, are the "New York State 
traveling library lists,'* which have been selected and annotated 
with great care. The bibliographies compiled by the students 
of the New York state library school, and issued by the New 
York state library in its "Bulletins of bibliography," contain 
some excellent lists on subjects of general interest, although 
many of them are too special to be recommended in this 
connection. 



BIBLIOGRAPHIES OF SPECIAL SUBJECTS 

The selectors of books will find most lists far too compre- 
hensive. They wish the field to be narrowed to a few of the 
most important books. This is especially the case in regard to 
books in the various classes other than fiction. In many cases 
bibliographies of special subjects must be consulted, and espe- 
cially such bibliographies as make a point of careful selection. 
These will often be found appended to articles in encyclopedias 
which must not be overlooked in ascertaining what are the 
most reliable and authoritative books on any particular subject ; 
those in the "New international encyclopaedia" are up to date 
and on the whole reliable. Then again they may be found 
quoted by some author as a list of authorities in the front of his 
book or at the end of chapters. Lists of titles are in general 
difficult to use as a basis of selection unless they are limited to 
the best authorities. Library reference lists will also be of use 
to the selector. They are usually published in the bulletins of 
a public library. An index to these has been published by the 
Boston book co. 
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BIOGRAPHY 



71 



An annotated " List of one hundred entertaining biographies 
(2c.) was published by the Carnegie library, Pittsburg, in 1902. 
Another list is "Interesting biographies, a brief list of books 
with annotations'* by the Public library of the District of 
Columbia (Wash. 1905, free) There are 58 titles. 



CHILDREN'S LITERATURE 

This general term must be understood to include the reading 
suitable for boys and girls in the higher grades of our grammar 
schools, as well as for the smaller children. The special atten- 
tion given to the selection of children's books in the past five 
years has resulted in the publication by public libraries of 
many helpful lists. 

Every library should have the Carnegie library of Pittsburg's 
lists of children's books. The annotations and the careful selec- 
tion make these indispensable to a children's library. The fol- 
lowing are the titles: "Catalogue of books annotated and 
arranged and provided by the Carnegie library for the use of 
the first eight grades in the Pittsburgh schools" (1907, 50c.); 
" Annotated catalogue of books used in the home libraries and 
reading clubs" (1905, 25c.*); "List of good stories to tell to 
children under 12 years of age" (1906, 5c.) 

The following can also be recommended: Brooklyn public 
library's "Books for boys and girls" (1904) not annotated; 
"The child's own library, a guide to parents" (Brooklyn public 
library, 1907) a carefully selected list of 60 titles compiled by 
Clara W. Hunt; Chicago public library's "Books for boys" 
(1906) including books suitable for boys from 12 to 18 years of 
age; the Newark free public library's "Books for boys and 
girls" (1906, 5c.) not annotated. 

Miss Moore's "List of books recommended for a children's 
library," compiled for the Iowa library commission (1904) not 
annotated. 

Prentice and Power's "A children's library" (1904, 25c.) a 

* The A.L.A. publishing board ;has this same list entitled "Children's 
reading." 25c. 
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graded annotated list of books selected for the Cleveland normal 
school. 

The "Descriptive handbook to juvenile literature" of the 
Finsbury public libraries (Lond. Finsbury public libraries com- 
mittee, 1906) is of value for its annotations, and is a help in 
selecting English books for children. It consists of an author 
list and a classified subject list. 

Other lists to be consulted are Sargent's "Reading for the 
young," 1890, with its Supplement, 1896 (Bost. A.L.A. publish- 
ing board, 1890-96. 2v. $1 in sheets) and Miss Hewins's 
"Books for boys and girls" (Bost. A.L.A. publishing board, 
1904, 15c.) The former is now somewhat out of date but the 
notes are helpful. Miss Hewins's list is carefully selected and 
annotated. Additional books on children's reading are men- 
tioned in the "Guide to reference books" by Alice B. Kroeger, 
p. 112-114. 

In addition to these might be mentioned some lists compiled 
with special reference to school libraries, such as the "New 
York state library class list of a $500 library recommended for 
schools, 1901" (15c.); "List of books for township libraries of 
the state of Wisconsin," issued by the State superintendent of 
public instruction (1902, free); "Class-room libraries for public 
schools," issued by the Buffalo public library (1899, 38c.); 
"List of books in the school reference collection" issued by the 
Public library of Brookline, Mass. (1902); and "List of books 
for school libraries," compiled by the Oregon library commission 
(1906) Houghton, Mifflin & co., Scribner, Longmans and 
other publishers issue useful annotated lists for this purpose. 

A very practical method of selecting juvenile works is to 
visit, occasionally, some of the large libraries in neighboring 
cities where special attention is paid to the children's depart- 
ment, and find out what books the children are actually reading 
and enjoying. 

As the organizer of a library is sometimes called upon for 
help and advice in the selection of books for the Sunday-school 
library, it may not be out of place to refer here to a little manual 
which considers the whole question of Sunday-school libraries, 
and includes a list of aids for the selection of such literature: 
"The librarian of the Sunday-school," by E. L. Foote, with a 
chapter on the Sunday-school library, by M. T. Wheeler (N. Y. 
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Eaton & Mains, 1897, 35c.) Among lists issued by denomina- 
tions for SundayHSchool libraries may be mentioned that of the 
American Unitarian association. 

Some libraries issue every year lists of books recommended as 
appropriate for Christmas gifts to young folks which include 
only the best children's books. The lists of the Buffalo public 
library and Pratt institute library are among those which will 
be found suggestive. 

DOCUMENTS 

The United States government publishes many valuable 
monographs of general interest, as, for example, the bulletins 
on foods issued by the Department of agriculture, and if it 
seems desirable for the small library to make any selection of 
these government documents it might be well to have the 
"Check list of public documents," also the "Monthly catalogue 
United States public documents," both issued by the Superin- 
tendent of documents, Washington, and sent free upon appli- 
cation. The small library will not be likely to need many of 
the state docimients beyond a few of the reports issued by the 
departments of agriculture, education, labor, etc. Information 
concerning these can be obtained directly from the respective 
departments in the various states. "The hand-book of library 
organization," compiled by the Library commissions of Min- 
nesota, Iowa and Wisconsin, 1902, contains some very prac- 
tical suggestions in regard to the government publications of 
special value in town libraries, by L. C. Ferrell. 

The "Eclectic library catalog" (Minn. Wilson, $4 per year) 
of which the first number was published in July 1908, indexes 
government documents most useful in a small library and gives 
a list of the documents which a small library should have. 

Wyer's "United States government documents" (Alb.N.Y. 
state education dept. 1906, 15c. o.p.) is the most important 
work on this subject. It contains a list of sets and of single 
complete documents for the small library. 

Wyer's "U. S. government documents in small libraries" 
(Madison, League of library commissions, 1905, 2d ed. 15c. 
o.p.) is also to be recommended. 

The 'list of public documents in the "A.L.A. catalog," 
p. 367-372 (1904) compiled by Alice B. Kroeger is another 
selected list for a small library. 
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DOMESTIC SCIENCE 

The New York state library has issued as one of its Bulletins 
of bibliography, a "Bibliography of domestic economy," com- 
piled by R. K. Shaw (15c.) This is a comprehensive and 
classified list, with occasional brief annotations, and aims to 
include all books on this subject in the English language pub- 
lished between 1850 and 1899. 

More important for the small library, however, is "Publica- 
tions on domestic science and household economics " (Bost. 
Whitcomb & Barrows, 1908, free) This is a careful selection, 
from the works of different publishers, of the best and most 
up-to-date books on the subject, and can safely be used in 
selection. 

EDUCATION 

Several good bibliographies of this subject have been issued, 
but Monroe's "Bibliography of education," in the International 
education series (N. Y. Appleton, 1897, $2), would probably 
be the best one for the small library to use. A classified list of 
the educational books of the year, compiled by J. I. Wyer, Jr., 
and I. E. Lord, appears annually in the "Educational review." 
It is desirable to remember also the Educational number of the 
"Publishers' weekly," which comes out each year in July. 
Some of the most important publishers of educational works 
whose special educational lists should be consulted are: 
American book co., Ginn, Heath, Macmillan, Appleton, Long- 
mans, Houghton, Mifflin & co., and Hinds, Noble & Eldridge. 

FICTION 

Wilson's "Fiction catalog" (Minn. Wilson, 1908, 25c.) is one of 
the best and most recent guides to the selection of fiction. It 
is a selected list cataloged by author and title with annotations. 
Baker's "Descriptive guide to the best fiction, British and 
American, including translations from foreign languages" 
(Lond. Sonnenschein, N.Y. Macmillan, 1903, $2.50) while now 
out of print is worth consulting on account of the useful anno- 
tations. The best or representative works are starred. 



BOOK SELECTION 16 

We would also suggest the section on fiction in Leypoldt and 
Iles's " Books for girls and women and their clubs, " which has 
excellent annotations and includes suggestions as to why cer- 
tain authors are not approved, the "A.L.A. catalog" and 
Sonnenschein's "Best books" and "Readers' guide," which 
have already been spoken of. The "Author-title catalogue of 
English prose fiction" of the Buffalo public library (25c.) 
might prove suggestive because the novels and stories selected 
for their open shelves, presumably the best, are indicated. 

The Newark free public library has published a list entitled 
"A thousand of the best novels" (10c.) which is a well selected 
list. 

The Springfield (Mass.) city library association and the 
St. Louis public library issue brief lists intended to be used as 
call slips which suggest to readers good stories of various kinds. 
Examples are: "Cheerful books," "Thrillers, novels of sur- 
prising adventures," "Stories of French history," etc., of the 
Springfield library. 

For the selection of foreign fiction the "Foreign book lists" 
of the American library association publishing board (described 
on p. 17) are among the best guides. The Publishing board 
also issued a useful " List of French fiction " (1898, 5c.) compiled 
by Sophie Cornu and William Beer, which is annotated. 

FINE ARTS 

The "Annotated bibliography of fine art," compiled by Russell 
Sturgis (Bost. A.L.A. publishing board, 1897, o.p.) and a 
"List of books on fine and decorative arts suggested for small 
public libraries," compiled by Grace A. Hitchcock (see Public 
libraries, January, 1902), are recommended for this subject. 

Reviews of more recent works will be found in the " Burlington 
magazine" and the "International studio." 

HISTORY 

Tlie only general guide to historical works is Adams's 
"Manual of historical literature" (N. Y. Harper, 1889, $2.50) 
This is invaluable for its critical and descriptive notes, as well 
as for the general summary of authorities given at the end of 
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each section. This work must now be supplemented by later 
lists. The section on history in the Leypoldt and Iles's list, 
which is annotated by R. G. Thwaites, would be particularly 
helpful to the small library. The "Literature of American 
history," edited by J. N. Lamed (Bost. A.L.A. publishing 
board, 1902, $6, with its Supplement for 1900-1901, 1902, 
1903, $1 ; 1904, 25c.) is, of course, the authoritative work on that 
subject. At the end of the volume will be found suggestions 
in regard to some of the more important and popular books 
suitable for school and town libraries. 

LITERATURE 

Literature seems too comprehensive a subject to be confined 
to the limits of any definite lists, and the task of selection, with 
such an embarrassment of riches, is difficult in the extreme. 
Still, there are certain great authors and individual books that 
it is generally agreed should claim a place from the start in every 
well-selected library. From time to time various attempts 
have been made to formulate a list of some of the world's 
greatest masterpieces in literature, such as the ones drawn up 
by Sir John Lubbock, in his "Pleasures of life," and by James 
Baldwin, in "The Book-lover." One of the most noteworthy 
and practical experiments of this kind has been that of Mr 
Foster, of the Providence public library, in his selection of 1,000 
volumes of the "literature of power," which he has placed in a 
separate room and called the Standard library. Copies of this 
list may be obtained by applying to the library. While the 
editions he specifies might not in all cases be suitable for a small 
library, the list of authors and their works is most suggestive. 

General lists already mentioned, such as Sonnenschein, A.L.A. 
catalog, Leypoldt and lies, as well as library catalogs, must also 
be consulted. The "A.L.A. catalog" is always a useful guide to 
good library editions of the works of standard authors. In this 
connection we would refer to the series of lists on the Best 
editions of various prominent authors published at intervals 
in the "Bulletin of bibliography" (Bost. Boston book co. $1 per 
year) The following authors are included: Hawthorne, by 
N. E. Browne, v. 2, p. 138-139; Browning, by E. L. Bascom, 
V. 2, p. 122-124; Stevenson, by I. E. Lord, v. 3, p. 11-13; Lowell, 
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by M. T. Wheeler, v. 3, p. 42-43; Emerson, by S. C. Fairchild, 
V. 3, p. 58-59. 

The Connecticut public library committee has also prepared 
lists of the best editions of authors which are published in its 
"Book list series," nos. 16, 18, 19. Among these are Dickens, 
Aug. 1906, Thackeray, Dec. 1906, Carlyle, Jan. 1907, Aldrich, 
May 1907. 

A catalog of the Tauchnitz edition of British authors is like- 
wise very useful, and this can be obtained through importers of 
foreign books. 

FOREIGN LITERATURE 

The American library association publishing board's "Foreign 
book lists" are to be recommended for foreign literature. The 
numbers thus far issued are: no. 1, Gattiker's "Selected list of 
German books recommended for a small public library" (1907, 
50c.); no. 2, Campbell's "Selected list of Hungarian books" 
(1907, 15c.); no. 3, Bracq's "Selected list of French books" 
(1908, 25c.); no. 4, Kildal's "Selected list of Norwegian and 
Danish books " (1908, 25c.) 

For the selection of French and German literature (see also 
under Fiction), the lists of such publishers as Christem, Stechert, 
Jenkins, and Brentano can be used to advantage. The catalogs 
issued by Lemcke and Buechner, successors to Westermann 
& CO., N. Y., are particularly useful because of their classification 
and evaluation of the books and the brief but excellent sum- 
maries of periods and of authors. They include Catalogues 
raisonn^es of French, German and Spanish literatures (10c. 
each) 

The F. A. Brockhaus firm of Leipzig issues a useful "Kata- 
log" revised every year of books in European languages other 
than German. This may be obtained from Lemcke and Buech- 
ner of New York. Lists of books in minor European languages 
such as Dutch, Polish, Hungarian, etc. which are not easily 
obtainable, can be found in this catalog. Prices of books are 
given in German marks. 

Francesco Tocci's (520 Broadway, N. Y.) " Catalogue and 
price list of Italian books " is one of the best helps for selection 
of books in this language. The "Rivista delle biblioteche 
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e degli archivi," edited by Guido Biagi, contains a section called 
'* The best Italian 'reading, a guide to the selection of current 
Italian books/' designed to aid English-speaking librarians. The 
annotations are in English. The magazine is published in 
Florence. 

For Norwegian books consult the A.L.A. foreign book list 
no. 4. The "Katalog over b^'ger skikket for folkebogsam- 
linger, udgivet af Kirkedepartementet " (Kristiania, Amesen, 
1906-07) will also be found an important aid. Both are 
classified lists, arranged by the decimal classification, selected 
and annotated. 

The Detroit public library has issued a " Catalogue of Polish 
books" (Detroit, 1907, 15c.) which is worth consulting. 

In the July and October 1908 issues of "New York libraries'' 
(Alb. University of the state of N.Y.) is an article by Miss 
J. Maud Campbell on " The library and the inamigrant " which is 
valuable in selecting and buying books in foreign languages. 
Miss Campbell gives many suggestions regarding publishers' 
catalogs and booksellers, and mentions some of the best books 
in the minor literatures. 

The bulletins of some of the large public libraries such as 
those of the New York public library's Circulation department 
and the Providence public library include lists of additions to 
their foreign collections which are worth consulting. 

Mayor's "Guide to the choice of classical books" (Lond. 
Bell, 1879, $1; Supplement, Lond. Nutt, 1896, $2) is valuable 
in choosing suitable editions of the Greek and Latin classics. 
It should be remembered that Macmillan handles the Clarendon 
press series and Bohn editions (translations) of the classics, 
and that Longmans also publishes good editions of the classics. 

MUSIC 

In the selection of books on the history and theory of music, 
the most helpful lists to the small library would probably be 
the one edited by H. E. Krehbiel, in the Sturgis bibliography 
of fine art, and an annotated list on "Musical literature," issued 
by Scribner (free) For the selection of scores one would need 
the catalogs of such publishers of music as Novello, Ewer & co., 
Schirmer, Meyer, and Breitkopf & Hartel. 
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The *' Finding list of music in the Worcester public library " 
(Worcester, Mass. 1906) indicates the books included in the 
A.L.A. catalog. It is a useful list and not too large to use in 
selecting. The A.L.A. publishing board has a music list in 
preparation. 

NATURE BOOKS 

A short classified list of some 140 titles, appended to an 
article on the subject by James B. Carrington, may be found in 
the "Bookbuyer" for April, 1901. Many publishers issue 
attractive little lists of their out-of-door books, and in many 
library bulletins will be found suggestive reading lists on the 
various specific branches of the subject, such as birds, trees, 
flowers, insects, etc. 

PERIODICALS 

In making up the list of periodicals to be ordered for a read- 
ing room it is well to consult "Magazines for a small library" 
by Katharine I. MacDonald (Madison, Wis. 1908) published as 
Circular of information, no. 4, of the Wisconsin free library com- 
mission. It is the most useful and recent list of its kind. The 
annotations state clearly the value and purpose of each peri- 
odical. About 50 periodicals are. described. Indication of the 
relative importance of periodicals for very small libraries is 
made. 

The '' Eclectic library catalog " (Minn. Wilson, 1908, $4 per 
year) indexes twenty magazines most useful in a small library. 
The lists in the " Readers' guide to periodical literature " and in 
the " Abridged Poole " are worth consulting. The library with a 
limited amount of money to spend for periodicals should select 
those which are indexed in the above indexes. A short selected 
list is given in Dana's "Library primer." 

For items such as price and usual discount to libraries, neces- 
sary in ordering these periodicals, it is advisable to have the 
catalogs of two or three periodical agencies, such as the Sub- 
scription news CO. (Chicago & N.Y.) Mutual subscription agency 
(Phil.) Franklin square subscription agency (N. Y.) or Bren- 
tano (N. Y.) all of whom are agents for American and foreign 
newspapers and magazines. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

For selecting and ordering photographs a library should have, 
if possible (although it is almost too expensive for a very small 
library), the "Complete art reference catalogue of the Soule art 
CO." (Bost. 1902, $5) This is an alphabetic list of artists, with 
the titles of their works, the galleries where these are to be 
found, the sizes and prices of the photographs or prints, and also 
numerous illustrations. In one of its Home education bulle- 
tins the N.Y. state library has issued a pamphlet on " Traveling 
pictures and school room decoration " (Albany, 1900, 50c.), in 
which is given a Hst of 100 pictures suitable for high schools. 
An illustration of each picture is given with full descriptive 
notes and details in regard to publisher, size and style of repro- 
duction, but not the price. Of special importance in the pur- 
chase of photographs is Etheldred Abbot's " List of photograph 
dealers with index by countries " (Massachusetts library club, 

1907, to be obtained from Miss L. M. Hooper, Public library, 
Brookline, Mass. 15c.) 

REFERENCE BOOKS 

"Guide to the study and use of reference books," compiled 
by Alice B. Kroeger (Bost. A.L.A. publishing board, 2d ed. 

1908, $1.50), is a classified, annotated and priced bibliogriaphy 
and covers the subject more fully than any list which has yet 
appeared. It contains, also, a suggestive list of the first one 
hundred reference books desirable for the ordinary library. 

RELIGION 

A suitable special guide to the selection of religious works for 
a small library is difficult to find. Some suggestions can be 
obtained from an annotated and priced list of twenty pages in 
Sunderland's "The Bible; its origin, growth and character" 
(N. Y. Putnam, 1893, $1.50) This list, however, is mainly of 
books for Biblical study, and does not include works on other 
religious subjects. Among the most prominent publishers of 
religious books should be mentioned Revell, Whittaker, Ameri- 
can tract society and the various denominational boards, like 
the American Baptist publication society, the Methodist book 
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concern (Eaton & Mains, N. Y. and Jennings & Pye, Cincin- 
nati), the Presbyterian board of publication, the Congregational 
Sunday-school and publication society (Pilgrim press) and 
others. 

Charles Scribner's sons issue a " Descriptive catalogue of 
new and standard works in religious literature including 
philosophy" which is annotated. 

An article by Geoige F. Bowerman in the Library journal 
30: 137-140 (Mar. 1905) on the "Principles governing the choice 
of religious and theological books for public libraries'' is worth 
reading for its suggestions. 

SCIENCE AND USEFUL ARTS 

Such rapid strides are being made in the progress of science 
and its practical applications that lists of books on these sub- 
jects are very soon out of date. It is, therefore, difficult to sug- 
gest any standard aids that are not open to this objection. 
The Van Nostrand "Monthly record of scientific literature," 
klso their general catalog should be remembered; also, other 
scientific publishers, such as Wiley, the McGraw publishing co. 
the Hill publishing co., M. C. Clark, and Spon and Chamberlain, 
all of New York, for technical works, Appleton for natural 
sciences, Munn, and Longmans for general scientific and technical 
works, and Comstock for architectural, scientific, industrial and 
technical works. 

One of the best guides for the selection of scientific and tech- 
nical books is the " Classified catalogue of the Carnegie library of 
Pittsburgh." This library makes a careful selection of books in 
these lines, and the catalog is annotated. 

The " Classified catalogue of scientific and technological books 
prepared by a committee of the Society for the promotion of 
engineering education " (Chic. McClurg, 1903, free) is an authori- 
tative annotated list. The publications in the list are desig- 
nated by letters to indicate something of the nature of the 
books and the class of readers for which they are particularly 
suited. 

The A.L.A. Booklist for February 1908 contains a helpful 
list compiled for the Public library of St. Joseph, Mo. the title 
of which is "Some industrial art books." This has also been 



22 BOOK SELECTION 

issued as a separate (Bost. A.L.A. publishing board, 1908, 
10c.) 

The Pratt institute free library has printed a useful annotated 
list of "Books on electricity" (April 1906, free) 

Greenwood's "Classified guide to technical and commercial 
books" (Lond. Scott, N. Y. Van Nostrand, 1904, 7s. 6rf.) is a 
very good classified list. It is an English work and must there- 
fore be used with some discrimination by American libraries 
which in general must select American scientific books. 

'^Engineering News" (N. Y. weekly, $5 per year) contains 
good reviews of engineering books every month. 

Some excellent suggestions are given, on the "Selection of 
technical and scientific books" by Charles F. Buigess who 
writes as an unofficial representative of the American society 
for the promotion of engineering education in the Library 
journal, C 56-60 (1902) 



SOCIOLOGY 

The "Readers' guide in economic, social and political 
science," compiled by Bowker and lies (N. Y. Society for 
political education, 1891, 50c. pap. $1 cl.) is a classified biblio- 
graphy with descriptive notes and is the standard work on that 
subject, but now somewhat out of date. This would probably 
be all that the small library would need for selection of works 
published up to 1891, and it may be supplemented by the 
selected lists of books on sociology and economics issued by the 
Wisconsin free library commission, 1902-03. 

The "Economic bulletin" published quarterly by the Ameri- 
can economic association (Bait. Economic bulletin, $2 per 
year) is important for its book reviews, as are also the biblio- 
graphies and reviews of the "Journal of political economy." 

TRAVEL AND DESCRIPTION 

There are no special lists to recommend on this subject, but 
the sections devoted to it in some of the general lists, especially 
the " A.L.A. catalog," the Leypoldt and Iles's "List of books for 
girls and women," Sonnenschein and some of the N. Y. state 
traveling library lists would give all the necessary material. 
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In conclusion, we would suggest, as excellent discussions of 
the general principles of book selection, the article in the 
"A.L.A. world's library congress papers," the chapters devoted 
to the selection and ordering of books in Dana's "Library 
primer" and Plummer's "Hints to small libraries," an article 
by Elizabeth P. Andrews in the conference number of the 
Library journal for 1897, one by Mr Brett, of the Cleveland 
public library, in the Bulletin of the Iowa library commission 
for January, 1902, and another by Mr Bostwick in Public 
libraries, April 1903. 

"A Book for all readers," by A. R. Spoflford (1900) con- 
tains two interesting chapters on the choice of books and 
book buying which are important, because they embody the 
wide experience of a librarian and book-lover. 



The Pennsylvania free library commission issued in 1903, as Bulletin 
no. 1, ** Aids in book selection" compiled by Sarah W. Oattell and Alice B. 
Kroeger. The present issue is enlarged, revised and brought down to date 
by Alice B. Kroeger. 
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